ELECTRICITY COMES TO SUNNY SLOPE

It did not take long for the Idahoans, to take to electric power
after Thomas A. Edison developed the incandescent electric light
bulb. Idaho's first hyroelectriec plant was constructed at Ketchum in
1881 to power a smelter and to provide lighting. The first hyroelectric
plant to serve the public was constructed at Hailey in 1885.

~It supplied power for 250 electric lights at a cost of $5 a light per
month.
Electricity came to Boise in 1887, generated by water from an irrigation
canal. Thermal generators also came into existence. Sawdust was burned
at Emmett in 1904 to provide steam to power a 75 KW generator.
In 1890, steam was purchased from the railroad to power a plant in
Pocatello. With all of Idaho's running water, hydro plants grew in
number. Public power systems were as prevalent as private ones.

IDAHO POWER COMPANY: At one time in the early 1900s about nineteen
electric companies were operating. By 1914 all these plants were con-—
solidated into five companies.

The five companies that operate in Idaho--Idaho Power Company, Utah
Power and Light Company, Washington Water Power Company, Pacific Power
and Light Company, and Citizens Utilities Company.

‘ One of first homes to receive services from Idaho Power came to
the Al Schaefer home on Sumny Slope. Darwin Symms received services
from Idaho Power in 1937: from then on to the mid 40s the present

residences were receiving electricity.

119




RELIGION COMES TO SUNNY SLOPE

Just before graduation on Saturday, Glen Fred took his
fiancee, Margaret Parsons, to Boise for a "Depression
Shopping Spree." Margaret had graduated the year before
and was teaching the Island School (one room) near Parma.

In a store window Glen spotted a blue serge suit for onl-"
fifteen dollars and said, "How I wish I could buy that
suit. I really need a suit." But Glen had no money.

Margaret said, "Let's see if they have your fit." They

Glen Fred did, so Margaret gave the suit to Glen for a graduation
Photo Present.

courtesy

Margaret

Koolhof.

Glen Loland Fred came to North-
west Nazarene Academy, as a High
school Junior, in the fall of 1926.
With no money he worked his way

through six years of study by be-

8inning as a janitor, and quickly rising to Head B
Custodian. Glen's dorm-mate, Bert Peterson was Margaret Parsons
regularly preaching at Sumnny Slope School house. Photo courtesy

Margaret Koolhof

The early fall of 1909 2 small one room school house was built by
district funds. Sunday school also was held in the school building.
Late that winter a traveling Baptist worker came and got the community
interested at once and the following Sunday a full house was out.

Mrs. Rider was elected Superintendent but she only served one day.
Miss Blanche Besecker was Assistant Superintendent and she took charge
so they had a real efficent worker as well as a teacher of the school.

It was not long until the people wanted preaching. It was eleven
to fifteen miles to Caldwell and a dusty ride in a big wagon.

These people were on homesteads and had not much money.
The irrigation water had just come in to be used and everyone was

hopeful.
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