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— Seeking Qut Sam

The Whole Story of Sam McCune and George Horrace

On a Sunday evening in August of 1988 Anne and I had
just arrived in Caldwell, TIdaho at the end of our first day's
drive of a motor trip from our home in Portland, Oregon to
the east coast. We checked into a motel and, as half planned,
1 looked through the Caldwell/Nampa area phone book for any
Horrace listings. I found three. The first two didn't answer,
The third, a rurai listing for Leroy Horrace did. Mrs. Ruby
Horrace answered and explained that "Roy" had been dead for
ten years. She was very distant when I asked if she kKnew of a
G.W. Horrace. She said, after some hesitation, that her hus-
band had had an uncle named George. When I told her that the
man I was asking about would be about 160 years old she said
with a spark of interest that her husband's grandfather’s
name was George Washington Horrace.

Suspecting that there might be some unknown sensitivities
I told her that I didn't want to upset her, but that I had
Feason to believe that George Washington Horrace's real name

A was Sam McCune. Her reaction was immediate interest. She
o wanted to meet with me that evening. I made a date for us to
go out to her farm (on the Snake River a few miles out of
Caldwell) at nine the next morning. When we arrived we found
that Ruby had brought in her deceased husband's 79 year old
sister, Audra, and Audra's husband, the Reverend Arthur Wright.

They were very excited. Audra said that in her childhood
it had been a seldom discussed family secret that G.W. Horrace
was not her grandfather's real name. Audra went on to say that
vhen her own father, John King Horrace, lay dying in 1967
she badgered him into admitting to her that his father's real
lname was Samuel McCune. He did not, however, give her any det-
inite spelling of the name, such as McCune, McKoun, McEwan or
any ot the other many variations.

I have since met Audra's younger sister, Mabel Horrace
Allen. Mabel told me that her father had told her mother ot
the name change, "..but would never talk about it to the. kids
or to others.r '

Mabel, who was born in 1918, also told me that she first
learned of the "secretw in her childhood. She saig that Audra
told her one night as they lay in ped. ''he next morning she
asked her mother about it. "Mom told us kids that grandfather

fan away from home to the gold mines in California. In Cali-
fornia he killed a man, a claim jumper, and that the man's
friends chased him for a long time."

— Their mother also told the children that their grand-
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father lived in continuai fear of either retribution at the
hands of the claim jumper*s "pals" or being caught up with
by "the law". She gaid that when he died he was in a frenzy,
thinking that "the law" or the claim jumper's friends were
about to get him.

At my first meeting with Audra she told me of the claim
jumper killing. She said the man was trying to take over a
Claim in which her grandfather was a partner and that her
grandfather had killed the man to keep him from killing the
other partner.

Another thing that Audra told me was that her mother
said that Audra's father, John Horrace, had refused to answer
a letter from a man who claimed to be his uncle, his father's
brother. 8he explained that it was because he resented the
way his father's parents had treated his father. Specifically,
he said that his father's parents had wanted his father to
continue his studies for the ministry and that he had been

but that if he chose California he need not come back home.
Audra's sister Mabel denies ever hearing of such resent-

ment, but she did tell me that her father was George Horrace's
favorite son, was very close to his father and although not

the eldest son had emerged as something like the family patri-
arch after his father's death in 1902. Mabel's mother told her
father had once received @ call from a bank in Caldwell {prob-
ably in 1915 as John Horrace did not live in the Caldwell area

the bank inquiring about the family of G.W. Horrace who they
believed to have been Samuel McCune, a member of their family.

discuss the matter further,
Two of John's sisters who heard of this said he should

have met with the visitors and they wanted to locate them and

torrespond. John forbade them. Mabel explained her father's
action to me by saying that, "Pa would never tell anything, or
discuss it because his own father wanted it that way. He was
very reverent of his father. "

Audra told me by letter of still another occasion when
one of her sisters and her father were picking fruit by the
road near their house. Some people in a car (Gillilans?) stop-
ped and asked if he were John Horrace. They said they were of
the McCune family and were probably relatives of his. "My dad
told them to drive on. He didn't even want to talk to them.

He was very set in his ways."

At various times since John Horrace's death different
Persons connected with the Horrace family have tried to fing
out about Sam McCune's origins and parentage. They found some
interesting, but not helpful items such as: at one time some
Pennsylvania McKuins Weére captured by the French and were
given a land grant; and the McKeuins in California changed
the spelling. In 1982 Mabel Allen, using information that
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G.W. Horrace had put in the family record that he was born
June 1, 1832 in Wheeling City, West Virginia inguired of the
Presbyterian Church in Wheeling {(believing that he had been

a Presbyterian) and of the Virginia State Archives as to
whether they had any record of a Samuel McEwen born there,
but found nothing. Hence the great excitement when I appeared
with the information about the McCune family from Martin's
book, copies of Martin's "Legend" and my own recollections

of the story of Sam McCune.

At that time my knowledge of Sam was no more than my
brother Martin's. Since then, with help from my brother
Herbert Fullington McVay, I have discovered much more about
Sam from the time of his birth to his arrival in Utah in 1863
or 1864; and from the Horraces I have learned of the events
from 1864 to his death in 1902.

Here is the story:

SAMUEL McCUNE 1832 to 1863

Samuel Levi McCune was the fourth of the nine children
of John Russell McKoun and Maria King McKoun. He was born June
1, 1832 in Fayette County, Pennsylvania. In 1838 the McKouns
moved from Fayette County (about fifty miles east of Wheeling,
West Virginia) to a farm about a mile south of Athens, Ohio.

Sam lived from his fifth or sixth year on this farm. As
2 child he attended school in a log building very near the
McCune property. At eighteen Sam was enrolled for a four year
course of study at Ohio Wesleyan University, a Methodist
school in Delaware, Chio. His father, a staunch Methodist,
prepaid his four years' tuition. Sam was enrolled in the
Biblical course, probably with the family's hope that he
would bkecome a minister. Sam completed his first year of
study in the 1850-51 school year. The University's Catalogue
for that year lists his name and shows his first year's sub-
jects to have been Physiology, Latin, Grammar, Logic, Zoology,
Greek, Botany and Geography. Sam must have been well into his
second year (Chemistry, Algebra, Greek Literature and Ancient
Geography & History) when he succumked to the lure of geold and
adventure.

On the following page you will find an account of Sam's
departure from Athens, his trek to California and some of his
other adventures as related in THE HARRIS HISTORY, puklished
by The Athens Messenger.
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THE HARRILIS HISTORY 147

It was in 1851 that Samucl McCune left Athens with a party of Athens
Countians, never to be scen by his family again and rarely heard from until
his death many years later in Idiho. Between those years he had many thrilling
adventures, related some years ago by his brother, John K. McCune of Athens.

~ Not the least of them were experienced during a six-year period while he was

a prisoncr of Indians in the Pacific Northwest, disaster at sea, and old mining
experiences in California and in Panama. He died under the name of George
W. Horace, leaving a wife and then children, none of whom kaew his real
identity until after his death when his private papers were examined.

On a bitter cold morning, the date was Dec. 15, 1851, about 40 Athens
County young men gathered at Dleasanton to start the California gold ficlds.
Amony them were William Stedman, of Athens, who had pone to the Pacific
coats in 1849, Samuel McCune, George Tribe and his son, William: Hamilton
Carr, a Baptist minister, and his son, Albert; Perry Beal, Fliram Crippen, an
Athens blacksmith, Georgre Baker, clerk of courts later and a Civil War
veteran, Hurry Finsterwald and John Hell of Canaan Township. '

People gathered in sleds for miles around to bid them farewell: Samuel
McCune liad been a student at Ohio Wesleyan University where his father
had paid $20 for his four years tuition but where be did not remain because
of the Jure of gold fever and search of adventure, Unable to travel west vis
the Ohio River hecause the strexm was frozen over, the Athens Countians
traveled overland to Lancaster to take # teain and were nine days in reaching
New York City to take a ship, Trains were snowhound to the east and drifts
were shovelad away to permit train travel. Each man paid $300 in gold for
ship passage to California.

The third day at sea found their ship's machinery disabled and they
drifted at merey of the waves and wind for 72 days, expeeting each o be the
lise. All lived on the shortest of rations and when the ship (inally landcd at
Kingstown, Jamacia, farther from their destination than at their start from the
states, the Athen's Countians got $150 of their passage moncy back—after
threatening to hang the master of the ship. The members of the party amin
nearly lost their lives in crossing 40 miles of sand to reach a ship to take
them to Panama where Finsterwald and Hull left for home, All walked across
the isthmus and landed at San Francisco four months alter they started from
home. Mr, Carr made enough money to veturn hut young McCune would not
return o Athens and went into the store business where he carned @ con-
siderable sun, losing most of it in staking gold seckers.

Put in charge of a party of gold hunters bound for Panan 2, McCune
wits soon charged by Panamanian officials with mining illegally and scntenced

~ to be shot. When officers came to take him to his death, his cell was empty and

his guard was dead. He escaped on 2 boat.

* * * * *

PAGE A4

Up to this point, so far as we know, Sam had never
written home. All of the information above seems to have
come from third parties. The details of the journey
Athens County to Panama were probably reported back
Athens by Finsterwald and Hull who turned back when
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venturers reached Panama. Clearly, Hamilton Carr brought
back news of Sam from California as perhaps did other return-
ing members of the original party of ferty. The wording of
the information about the events in Panama give it the sound
of a third party report. Notes taken by my mother when she
heard John McCune tell the story in 1926 refer to "news at
home" and not a letter from Sam at the time of the Panaman-
ian imprisonment and escape. This lack of direct communi-
cation leads me to believe as the Horrace grandchildren do
that there was a rift between Sam and his parents because
of his election of California over his ministerial studies.
It also leads me to suspect that Sam was a stubborn close-
mouthed man. He did relent in some degree when he wrote home
in 1864 and 1889. So far as disclosing facts to his wife and
children is concerned, he certainly was close-mouthed, although
probabkly not without purpose.

The above portion of the Harris article seems to wrap
up this part of Sam's travels very nicely. It does, however,
raise some guestions:

1) Why did the Athenians settle for a refund
of only half of their passage money when the
ship had carried them only about one-tenth of
the 12,000 mile voyage around South America
to California?

2) Why did they walk a difficult 40 miles to
take a ship the 500 miles from Jamaica to

Panama when they could have taken a ship direct-
ly from Kingston to Panama?

Sorting out my childhood rececllections I
have found the answer to these first two
guestion.

The ship did not drift ashore at Kingston,
Jamaica, a British West Indies seaport, but

had come to land on a barren and deserted shore.
The ship's master told them that they had
landed on the coast of southern Mexico (prob-
ably describing it as the Isthmus of Tehuan-
tepec appears on today's maps) and that they
need only hike a short distance to arrive at
the Pacific shore where they could easily catch
a ship to sail the comparatively short distance
to California.

Question 3) If Sam returned to Panama with

a "party of gold hunters" was he the only

one imprisoned? Did he have the help of fellow
prisoners or outsiders in the escape?
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There is not enough information to conclude that
he was the only one imprisoned, that he escaped
singlehandedly or that he personally killed the
guard.

Like my brother Martin, I recalled this episode
of imprisonment as having been in Mexico, but
both reports of John's account place it in
Panama. FPanama seemed to me to be an unlikely
place to search for gold, but I have now learn-
ed that from pre-Columbian days there has been
gold mining in the highlands 150 to 200 miles
west of Panama City.

The remainder of the Harris article is only one paragraph
long. It jumps our hero directly from his Panamanian captivity
and escape to imprisonment by the Indians. It then concludes
his life story in four short sentences. Other documentation
T have found shows that he did return to San Francisco and
perhaps to the gold camps of California; and that other
important events occurred before he encountered the Indians.

Let's back up to Sam's arrival in San Francisco in April
of 1852 (just about six weeks before his twentieth birthday).

Sam does not show up in any of the 1852 to 1854 San Fran-
cisco directories or in the 1852 San Francisco census. Inform-
ation I have discovered leads me to believe that he went direct-
1y to the gold camps of Tuolumne County, about 125 miles east
of San Francisco.

We know from Hamilton Carr's report that Sam made enough
to go into a store business. Tuolumne County records show a
deed for "a lot situated on the south side of Main Street of
Jacksonville (then a gold camp about ten miles southeast of
Sonora) known as the 'Empire® containing about 78 feet front
& extending back to the Tuolumne River, together with all
buildings, appurtenances & furnishings as now standing" was
delivered to Thomas Callahan & Samuel A. McCown for $1300.00
on November 18, 1853. I don't know that this was our Sam
McCune, but it is not a labored assumption. The difference
between "A" and "L" could easily occur when dealing in long-
hand script or other possible inexactitudes and "McCown™” is
another variation of McCune. It is also notable that Samuel
McCune, from Ohio, shows up in the 1856 Miners & Business
Men's Directory embracing Tuolumne County and Samuel A.

McCown does not. Whether or not Samuel A. McCown is "our"
Sam McCune is not critical. We know that Sam was in the
store business at least at one time and we know Sam was in
Tuclumne County in 1856, although in 1856 he was shown as a
miner at Shaw's Flat, a gold camp two miles north of Sonora.

We do not know just when Sam went to Panama or when he
returned to California or when he might have killed a claim
jumper. If he did kill a claim jumper he must have gone to
Panama in 1855 and returned to California the same year and
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the claim jumper killing would have been in a later year.
My reasoning is as follows. John McCune's recount of Sam's
adventures, as my mother recorded it, indicates that Sam's
greatest venture in gold was the "river-project". According
to John it was when this venture failed that Sam went to
Panama. Sam's departure for Panama was an orderly departure
as the assigned leader of a party of gold hunters and not
the headlong flight one would expect of a man in fear of
pursuit for a killing.

It is consistent with this conclusion that if there was
a killing Sam must have made his way back to Tuolumne County
and taken up a claim in the Shaw's Flat area after returning
from Panama. I have checked for such a claim through the
Tuolumne County Historical Society. They found none, but said
many people mined in the county without formally filing claims.
I asked the Historical Society to review all existing records
and newspaper files to try to establish whether there was
such a killing. They responded that the "early criminal records
were stolen many, many years ago," and that newspaper files
for that peried were incomplete.

1 was told by an historian in nearby Calaveras County
that Shaw's Flat was a wild town in 1856 and that the killing
of a claim jumper would not have been unusual or have attract-
ed much notice. That does not mean though that one might not
be wise to fear revenge by the claim jumper's associates.

Sam did something in late 1857 which might have been his
means of "headlong flight". Sam enlisted in the Army. If this
was his means of getting away from the consequences of a kill-
ing this would place the event in 1857. In his letter home in
1864 Sam said that in 1857 he went to Oregon as @ "yolunteer
in the war against the Indians". I have obtained his military
record from the National Archives. The record shows that
Samuel L. McCune, born in Fayette County, Pennsylvania, Labor-
er, enlisted in the Regular Army in San Francisco on October
8, 1857. He enlisted for a period of five years. His eyes were
hazel, hair and complexion fair and he was 5 feet 9% inches
tall. He was assigned to the 3rd Artillery, Company F.

The fact that Sam enlisted under his own name might ke
said to argue that he wasn't running away from anything. On
the other hand why else would a man of such independent and
entrepreneuial spirit as Sam had demonstrated himself to be
subject himself to a five year army enlistment? There was no
particular Indian threat in the Northwest at the time. Both
of the Indian wars of this period (The Rogue River War and
The Yakima War) were considered to be over in 1857.

If he was trying to elude pursuit a possible explanat-
ion for his having enlisted under his own name might be that
he was only trying to egcape from individuals and not "the
law". He probably would have felt safe from them in the army
and certainly would have felt safe in the far off Qregon coun-
try. (It is a curious fact that the Oregon and Washington
Territories were both in the midst of substantial gold rushes
in 1857. Could Sam's enlistment have been the means of a
broke prospector getting to the diggings?)

~11-
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At this time some companies of the 3rd Artillery were

_ garrisoned in San Francisco and Company G was stationed at

- Fort Yuma in the Arizona Territory. However, one company of
the 3rd was assigned to the command of Lieutenant-Colonel
Edward J. Steptoe at Fort Walla Walla in the Washington Terr-
itory (formerly part of the Oregon Territory). I believe that
this was Company F to which Sam had been assigned as a re-
placement.

As a replacement bound for Fort Walla Walla Sam would
have traveled by ship up the Pacific coast to Astoria and
then up the Columbia past Fort Vancouver to The Dalles. From
The Dalles supplies were regularly sent by water up the Colum-
bia and Walla Walla Rivers to Fort Walla Walla. Sam probably
arrived at Fort Walla Walla on such a supply vessel in late
1857 or early 1858.

Fort Walla Walla had been established by a military ord-
er and by troop assignment late in 1856. It was located at the
site of the present day city of Walla Walla. There were nho
buildings when the fort was established and Lieutenant-Colonel
Steptoe, the Commander erected temporary facilities. These
temporary facilities were still in use at the time Sam would
have arrived. Fort Walla Walla as it was then has been de-
scibed as a "mud hole™.

Colonel Steptoe had five companies in his command. These
were a company each from the 4th and 9th Regiments, a company
of the 1lst Dragoons, the company of the 3rd Artillery and a
company recently transferred from southern Oregon.

S The Yakima war involved not only the Yakima Indians, but
some minor tribes and other major tribes such as the Nez
Perces, Spokanes, Cayuse, Walla Walla and Coeur d'Alenes. It
had been fought largely along the upper Columbia River and
in the areas of the Walla Walla Valley and the lower Snake
River. In 1857 this war was considered to be over. The Ind-
ians had suffered major defeats and there had been no engage-
ments at all since September of 1856.

During the winter and spring of 1858 Colonel Steptoe was
disturbed by reports of the murder of two prospectors by the
Palouse and other deprecations by the Indians in the Colville
gold mining district, about 100 miles north of Walla Walla.
On May 6, 1858 the Colonel started north with Troops C,E and
H of the lst Dragoons and a detachment of twenty or so men
from Company B of the 9th Infantry manning two light howitz-
ers. There were about 160 officers and men in all plus some
Indian scouts and civilian scouts and packers. The rest of
the post's troops, including the men of the 3rd Artillery,
stayed in garrison at the fort. Colonel Steptoe perceived
this expedition as a peaceful mission to bring the murderers
to justice and to demonstrate to the tribes the presence of
the U.S. Army regulars in their territory.

On the 17th of May the expedition was attacked by Palouse,
Yakima, Spokane and Coeur d'Alene Indians estimated by Steptoe
to number 1,000 to 1,200. A retreat was begqun and a running
fight ensued. At the end of the day both sides made camp.
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Steptoe, knowing that his ftroops were nearly cut of ammuni-
tion and greatly outnumbered, realized that they would be
annihilated if they stayed to battle another day. That night
he and his troops stole away in the dark and made a forced
march south. On May 19th they crossed the Snake River with
the help of friendly Nez Perces and were soon at Fort Walla
Walla. Seven men had been killed and fourteen wounded. Two
howitzers and other egquipment and supplies had been lost.

No men were reported as either captured or missing in action.
This was the only military action that occurred in the North-
west during Sam's period of army service and neither he nor
his unit took part in it. The record of his army service
shows that he deserted on May 25, 1858.

There is no way of knowing whether Sam deserted just
because he didn't like army life or whether he was again
yielding to the lure of gold. Before we judge him too harsh-
ly let's put things into perspective.

Page 157 of the Descriptive and Historical Register of
Enlisted Soldiers of the Army which includes all pertinent
data on Sam and forty-three other men in his alphabetical se-
guence who enlisted in various parts of the United States in
October of 1837 sheows that twenty-three of them, or over 52%,
deserted.

In his book, The Ordeal of the Steptoe Command, Randall
A. Johnson, who on an earlier page of the book had described
Fort Walla Walla in May of 1858 as a mud hole, gives a de-
scription of the life of a frontier soldier. The following
passages are taken from that description:

Think, for a moment, about the lives of
these long-suffering blue coats. Their exist-
ence, like that of most of the frontier, was
one of misery, exhaustion and danger. They
knew few comforts. Their stations were crude
ocutposts near the trouble spots and far beyond
the reach of civilization. They lived in tents
or dugouts or bug-infested log shelters..chow
was poor...Equipment was..poor..Uniforms were
a joke considering the settings in which they
were to be worn... Pay was $13 a month and the
men had to pay some personal costs out of that..
.«Fun time didn't amount to much. Field units
seldom had more than skeleton strength. A
Company could consist of twenty men...

...National backing was spotty and neglect
was discouraging. Some soldiers said their pop-
ularity back home was 'about the same as a mangy
deog.’

Desertions thinned the ranks, especially
in areas near the gold strikes (emphasis added)
or from stations where 1ife was especially
lonely and hopeless. One wonders at the strength
of spirit that enabled the men to endure what
they did....

-13-
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I imagine that it was when Sam left the Army that he

quit using his own name, although he might not have immed-
— iately adopted the name Horrace.

It is my guess that when he left the Army Sam either
searched for gold or intended to search for gold. In 1858
the Walla Walla area was surrounded by gold rush activity.
According to an article entitled The Pioneer Stimulus of
Gold by Leslie M. Scott, published in a 1917 issue of the
Oregon Historical Society Quarterly, there had been signif-
icant discoveries of gold in 1855 in the Colville and Kootenal
River districts and later in that year in the John Day Valley
south of the Columbia in Oregon. The article goes on to say,
"Indian hostilities then delayed pursuit of gold... but in
1858 many prospectors were again busy along the waters of
the Ceolumbia River and both sides of the Canadian bound-
ary..." How could Sam have resisted such opportunities to
go prospecting?

It is not likely that he would have gone north into the
country of the hostile Indians to prospect or that he would
have stayed near the Columbia or Walla Walla Rivers where the
Army was regularly present. It is quite likely that Sam would
have chosen to go into the John Day Valley. Twe years before
the Oregon Rangers under the command of Major Layton had
marched through the John Day country and captured the Indian
tribes, taken away their horses and put the Indians on the
Warm Springs Reservation. There were known to be significant
amounts of gold in the John Day Valley, but no Indians and
no U.S. Army presence. What better place for Sam to go?

Again quoting the Scott article cited above, "Prospec-
tors explored every river, mountain, lake and plain. They
toiled along all the streams and over the intervening ridges.."

Such progress as that could have soon brought Sam to the
gold rich and Indian infested Snake River country bordering
and going into the Idaho Territory or to similar gold bearing
lands to the southeast. Neither of these areas 1s more than
fifty to seventy-five miles from the headwaters of the variocus
forks of the John Day River. I think that such wanderings as
a prospector preceded Sam's capture by the Indians and that
they roughly account for the difference in time between the
eight months Sam actually spent in the army and the eighteen
months he later claimed to have served.

The letter that Sam wrote home in 1864 was the basis cf
the information in the quotation below taken from an article
about his father, John R. McCune, which was published in 1883
in the History of the Hocking Valley, Ohio. The article enum-
erates the children of John R. MeCune and in reference to
Samuel says, "The latter son is supposed to be living some-
where in the West. In 1851 he went to California and remained
till 1857, when he went to Oregon, a volunteer in the war
against the Indians. After serving about eighteen months he
was taken prisconer by the Indians, by whom he was kept in
bondage three years and then exchanged to another tribe ang
kept by them three years. He made his escape in 1863 and

-14-
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reached Fort Hall, where he first heard of the Rebellion
(i.e. The Civil War). From there he went to Salt Lake City
e and engaged in teaching school and acting as Indian inter-
preter, since which he has never been heard from."

The fact that Sam acted as an Indian interpreter is
significant. It not only bolsters his claim of having lived
among the Indians, but it helps in the identification of
the area of his capture and the identification of the tribe
or tribes which held him in bondage or slavery.

The Northern Paiutes and Bannocks ranged in southeastern
Oregon and southwestern Idaho and the Bannocks together with
the Western Shoshones and Shoshones ranged throughout south-
ern Idaho and into northern Utah and Wyoming. The map on the
next page shows this distribution of tribes and their prox-
imity to the John Day River area.

The Paiutes, Bannocks, Shoshones and Utes are all of
Shoshonean stock and share a common language. Knowledge of
this language would have gualified Sam as an Indian inter-
preter in northern Utah. It follows that he must have been
with one or more of these tribes.

The proximity of the Paiutes and Bannocks to the John
Day country, the Malheur area to the southeast and the west-
ern Snake River country makes it seem most likely that one
of those two tribes was his captor. Whatever tribe captured
him and to whatever other tribe or group to which he may have
been traded it is obvious that the two three year periods
given in the quotation above are a mistake. I'm sure the let-
ter must have said, or intended to say that he was held for
a total of three years.

A three part article in the 1930 Oregon Historical Soci-
ety Quarterlies gives an extensive description of Indian
slavery in the Northwest. According to this article the slaves
Oor captives were permitted to hold property and in some
instances to marry. The article also says that slaves were
commonly bought and sold between tribes or individuals and
that while most slavery involved slaves who were Indians
there were some cases of whites as slaves. So Sam's life as
a slave or captive was not necessarily a miserable one, al-
though it was certainly no better than the lives of the Tndians
themselves. '

Most of us probably can't visualize just what Indian life
was like. The tribes had horses, were nomadic and usually
lived and traveled in smaller groups. Periodically each tribe
would gather at one place. It may have been at such a gather-
ing that Sam was traded to a different group, or maybe he was
actually traded on some occasion to a completely different
tribe.

There is no way for us to know which tribe Sam was captured
by, but the following description of the Bannocks is offered
because there is a good chance Sam was a Bannock captive and
it gives a better picture of the nomadic 1ife the Indians
lived than any other description I found. It is excerpted

-15-
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from Glassley's Indian Wars of the Pacific Northwest:

The center of their (the Bannock) culture
was in Southeastern Idaho.... but all of South-
ern Idaho was their range... for countliess years
they (went to) Camus Prairie in Southwestern
Idaho each summer to dig roots of the camas
plant which constituted their principal food.
Camas.... produces roots (similar to) the onion.
The roots were dried, then pounded intoc meal in
primitive mortars or on flat stones, and made
into a sort of bread. Venison and trout and
berries supplemented the major diet. (In winter
most of the tribe camped in an area of hot springs
on Battle Creek in extreme southeast Idaho, in
the vicinity of Franklin and Bear Lake.)

So, considering the conditions of life described above,
Sam didn't have an easy life with the Indians even if he was
not mistreated. Hopefully though, Sam was with one of the
other Shoshonean tribes and not the Bannocks.

The Bannocks are described as loving warfare and fre-
quently attacking immigrant wagon trains whereas the other
Shoshonean tribes are described as less warlike.

If he was with the Bannocks rather than the Paiutes or
Shoshones it could well have given him memories to haunt him
for the rest of his days and to his deathbed. In December of
1862 the people of the recently established settlement of
Franklin, which was only about ten miles south of the Bannacks'
winter encampment on Battle Creek, appealed to the military
at Fort Douglas, near Salt Lake City, for help because of
harassment by the Bannocks. On January 29, 1863, a 23 degree
below zero day, Colonel Conner with 200 troops attacked the
Bannocks at their winter campsite. The Indians fought des-
perately but 224 of their braves were slaughtered and 160
Squaws and children captured. A very few braves escaped.
Because of this terrible defeat the raids and deprecations
by the Bannocks ended until the War of 1878.

If Sam was with the Bannocks on this occasion it must
have been a traumatic experience for him to witness such a
slaughter of the people he had lived with for so long, even
1f he had only been with them as a captive. If he was there
he certainly wouldn't have disclosed himself to the Army from
which he was a fugitive. The site of the battle was only about
Sixty miles south of Fort Hall and Sam could easily covered
that distance even in winter.

We know that Sam escaped or was freed by the Indians
and made his way to Fort Hall in 1863. According to John
McCune's account as told to my mother Sam wandered in the
desert in winter (desert €could describe nearly all of south-
€ast Oregon or southern Idaho) before arriving at Fort Hall.
(Fort Hall was not an Army post, but an old fur trading post
and a stopping point on the Oregon Trail.) I assume, there-
fore, that he must have gained his freedom in 1862 or early
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in 1863 and arrived at the fort in the spring of 1863.

It's logical that Sam would have arrived at Fort Hall
rather early in 1863 because this would have given him time
to have established himself in Utah as a teacher and Indian
interpreter by 1864 when he wrote home to Athens.

It is at this point that we introduce George Washington
Horrace!

GEORGE WASHINGTON HORRACE 1863 to 1902

I assume that it was at Fort Hall that Sam McCune first
used the name George Washington Horrace. The History of Hock-
ing Valley as quoted above has told us that he was in salt
Lake City teaching school and acting as an Indian interpreter
in 1864. Whether he was in Salt Lake City itself, or whether
in far off Ohio there was a tendency to consider anyone in
Utah as being in Salt Lake City, just as there was a tendency
to consider anyone in California as being in San Francisco,

I don't know.

It's possible that Sam was in Salt Lake City when he
wrote home in '64, but before the year was out he had ventured
far enough from there to meet, charm and marry Rachel Almira
Caldwell, age 17, who lived in Fountain Green, a community
about seventy-five miles south of Salt Lake. Sam introduced
himself to Rachel as George W. Horrace and from this point
forward he will be referred to most frequently as George.

According to his granddaughter, Audra Horrace Wright,
George taught school in Fountain Green and Rachel was one
of his students. Audra's sister, Mabel Horrace Allen, gues-
tions this because according to her Rachel's father, Matthew
Caidwell, was the schoolteacher in the community. Perhaps
George had taken over Matthew's teaching duties, because, as
soon will be seen, Matthew had quite enough to do without
teaching school.

Matthew Caldwell was born in Mount Vernon, Illinocis in
1822. His father, Curtis Caldwell, was born in Kentucky and
his mother, Nancy Hood, was born in Tennessee.

In 1843 Matthew married his first wife, Barzilla Guymon.
Her parents were both of Tennessee, but moved to Missouri and
then to Illinois, apparently to live among other early Mormons.
(The Mormon, or Latterday Saints, Church was not founded until
1830.)

In his earlier years Matthew was a Private in the "Mormon
Battalion". Later he served as a Captain in the Walker War
which was fought against the Ute Indians to preserve gl Mor-
mon settlementseuNNNENNENY in 1553-54. He was a Justice of
the Peace, a delegate to the Utah Legislature, a school teach-
er and a member of the Mormon Congress.

~18-
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Rachel was the second of Matthew and Barzilla's ten
children. She was born in Council Bluffs, Iowa, where the
Mormons had established a temporary headguarters. She came
to Utah with her parents and grandparents as part of the
Aaron Johnson Company (an organized party of Mormons migrat-
ing to Utah) in 1850. Rachel's family settled in Fountain
Green.

Rachel's father was obviously a busy and committed man
as can be seen by the list of his activities above. In add-
ition to those activities he probably farmed or had some
other productive occupation by which to support his depend-
ents. These obligations grew steadily as Matthew entered
into the Mormon practice of polygamy by marrying three add-
itional wives in the years after his arrival in Utah. Only
one of these wives failed to produce children. Rachel had
many half-brothers and sisters with whom she had little
acquaintance as all were younger than she and the various
mothers had their own households.

It would seem that Matthew was doing and had done about
all he could to show his committment as a Mormon. He did,
however, one more thing that Rachel found too much to accept.
He made Rachel the "sealed wife" of a Mormon bishop. That is,
he pledged her to become the bishop's bride (perhaps in
addition to several other wives) as soon as she was of an age
to marry.

Rachel frustrated this arrangement in 1864 when at 17
she "ran off" and married George W. Horrace. Apparently George
and Rachel didn't run far. Their first child was born in near-
by Gunnison on June 20, 1865. Their second in Fountain Green
itself on October 2, 1867.

The elopement with a non-believer and the disregard of
the bishop's rights did not add to their comfort and accept-
ance in this solidly Mormon area. Their position became even
more disturbing to the Mormons when Rachel refused to join the
Church and George did not convert.

The story handed down in the Horrace family is that the
Mormons were going to kill George and Rachel so they fled from
Utah in fear of their lives.

The date of their departure from Utah is not known, but
the family record shows that their third child was born in
Miner's Delight, Sweet Water County, Wyoming. I can't find
Miner's Delight on my maps, but I would guess that George
worked as a miner there. The 1870 census shows George W.
Horrace as a miner in Cokeville, Wyoming which was very near
the Idaho border. Cokeville is about 50 miles from the nearest
point in Sweet Water County.

Rachel told her granddaughter, Audra, that she taught
school in Cokeville, taking her baby with her, and that the
larger schoolboys would help her by carrying the baby when she
crossed a creek by walking a log on her way to the schoolhouse

The Horraces next child was born in December, 1871 a few
miles inside the Idaho Territory at Montpelier. For more than

=19~
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twenty years the Horraces remained in the Montpelier-Nupher
vicinity of Bear Lake County, Idaho. All of their last nine
children were born in Bear Lake County. There were many Mormons
among their neighbors, but it caused the Horraces no particular
problems.

The following is an excerpt from a letter I received from
Audra Wright:

Sam McCune Horrace had the only store in
this small town. It probably had the postoffice
in the store as most small western towns did.

He was well known there because he had some med-
icines, mostly patent medicines I suppose. He was
the medical advisor there, because he scld the
medicine to whites as well as the Indians. The
Indians came to him when they were sick. I got
that information from my father.

The big boys in Pegram school kept run-
ning the teachers away. The schoolboard asked
Sam 1f he would take the job of teaching the
schoosl. Sam said,"Yes, but I'll probably crack
a few heads if I do." So he taught school there
too,

The town in which "Sam McCune Horrace" had his store was
founded as Nupher and it did indeed have a postoffice and,
as Audra speculates, Sam McCune Horrace must have been the
postmaster. According to Post Offices of Oregon, Washington
and Idaho, Landis, 1969, the Nupher postoffice was opened
July 17, 1873. Its name was changed to Pegram in 1891 and
the office was closed in 1956. The McVays always believed
that George Horrace was a postmaster. My generation always
thought that he was postmaster in Caldwell. Obviously, it was
not Caldwell, but Nupher. When George wrote home in 1889 for
the first time in twenty-five years, he signed his name Sam
McCune and, according to our family belief he gave his ad-
dress as ¢/o Postmaster. He may have continued this corre-
spondence with his Athens family for as long as he controlled
the postoffice, possibly until he left for western Idaho in
1892. This would fit in with the McVay family story of a
daughter who helped him with the postoffice work. The story
is that at the time of George's death, when they found his
name to be McCune, this daughter recalled letters arriving
at the postoffice for a Sam McCune. She told her father that
she thought she knew the names of all the people in the area,
but she didn't know of any Sam McCune. Her father told her
that Sam McCune was "an old fellow who lives in the hills"®
and that he took his mail out to him when he went that way.
This correspondence would account for the letter or letters
found in George's personal papers when he died.

Not too long after arriving in the Nupher area George
started raising cattle. This operation, which in time must have
eclipsed his merchantile and teaching activities, prospered.
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By 1887 he had built his herd to 1500 head. Then two years

of drought which struck eastern Idaho in 1887 and 1888 con~
e bined with the terrible blizzard of 1890 cut his herd to just
over 100.

Virtually wiped out financially by this misfortune,
George decided in 1892 to go to the mining country near the
Oregon border in western Idaho, look over the country and
try his fortune there. George tocok his next to youngest son,
John King Horrace, age 12 or 13 with him and the two arrived
in Caldwell in 1892.

George was now sixty years old and seemingly undaunted.
He was ready to make a fresh start. He had left Rachel and
at least five or six of their surviving children who were
under 18 (the youngest was 4) at home waiting for him to get
well enough established to send for them.

Whether or not they actually mined is debated. Audra
says that George and young John sluiced gold out of the Snake
River. Her father showed her the place which is near Melba,
about 20 miles south of Caldwell. She said, "They could make
about double sluicing gold (over what) they could working for
50¢ a day in the hay fields along the Boise River."

On the other hand it has been pointed cut that in a news-
paper interview not long before his death in 1967 John said
that after arriving in Caldwell in 1892 he and his father
never left to go to the mining country.

I think the answer is that they did sluice gold together
in the nearby Snake River, but they never did go to the estab-
lished mines about 60 miles from Caldwell at Silver City and
DeLamar. In 1896 John went by himself to those towns to work,
according to his obituary.

Sometime after arriving in the Caldwell area George took
a homestead in the Pleasant Ridge region a few miles west of
Caldwell.

It was 1896, four years after his arrival in Caldwell,
before George could afford to bring Rachel and the children
to join him on the new homestead.

I am inclined to believe that whatever stake George
laid up to enable him to establish the new homestead and
bring his family from Nupher (or Pegram) to join him had its
seed, or came entirely from sluicing gold with his sen John
in the Snake River. It is a happy thought that "Sam McCune
Horrace" might finally have had some positive benefit from
his years' long facination by gold and its pursuit. A pursuit
which caused him so many harrowing experiences and hardships.

I don't know just how many of the children were still
at home and came with Rachel to the nev homestead in 1896,
but the analysis on the next page gives some basis for an
estimate.
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AGE 1IN PROBABLY
CHILD 1896 INFORMATTON KNOWN CAME?

Sarah Mellissa 31 Married G. Krippner. No
Brizilla Zuletta 29 Married J. Reagan. No
George Henry 26 Married Frances Cantlon. No
Annie Almira 24 Married Clay Green, then L.A. West. No
William Washington 22 Never wed. Died Darby, Montana. Yes
Mary Ellen 19 Mar'd J. Miller. Buried in Nampa. Yes
John King 17 Came to Caldwell with father. Struck

out on own in 1896. Wed in 1902. "~ No
Lizzie Dell Dec'd Died 1882, age 2 months. No
James Caldwell 13 Married M. Davenport. Yes
Francis (Frank) M. 10 Never wed. Went to Montana with

brother William. Died Darby, Montana. Yes
Nellie Rachel 8 Mar'd Lee Roby. Lived in Oregon. Yes
Rosetta R. Dec'd Died 1891, age 2 months. No

Estimate of children at home in 1896

o

George Horrace/Sam McCune didn't have many years to
enjoy his new home and his reunion with his family. He died
in 1902 at the age of 70. George and his neighbor had given
land and laid out Pleasant Ridge Cemetary. George was the
first one buried there.

It's perhaps a little ironic that Rachel's father, after
four wives and all, outlived George by ten years, dying in
1912 at the age of 90.

Rachel Horrace outlived her husband by almost 17 years.
After George died she lived with her son John and his family.
John may have been dour and tightlipped, but he was respons-
ible and hard working and was a loyal, dutiful son.

In the geneaology she wrote of the Horrace family, to
which I owe so much for the information it gives, Mabel Horrace
Allen gives the following story of her grandmother's death:

Rachel... went to her daughter Nellie's
{home) in Crane, Oregon for the Chistmas
holidays. She got pneumonia and died 14 Jan-
vary 1919 age 73 years. Her sons, John and
George Horrace went to Crane after her body
to bring her back to Caldwell for burial.
They built a wooden box, put straw in it,
wrapped her in a blanket in the box and
started home with her in the back seat of
the car. Weather was bad, snow drifts deep,
so Lee Roby, Nellie's husband, helped them
out with his truck. They got to Ontario, Oregon,
called Jennie, John's wife and told her to
get someone to sit up with the body as it
would be late when they got home and the
funeral parlor would be closed. However,
they made it to Caldwell in time. The wooden
box was brought out to John's farm and was
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put out behind the chicken house where it
remained for quite a few years.

Rachel was buried in Pleasant Ridge
Cemetery next to her husband, George W.
Horrace.

And so ends the story of Sam McCune.

Your narrator,

C. Wallace McVay
Afterword

We have been told that George Horrace died in a frenzy,
fearful of retribution from "the law" or the claim jumper's
friends. Perhaps so, but it has not been firmly established
that there was a claim jumper. The claim jumper story seems
to have first come from George's son John sometime after
George's death. Apparently it was told to John's wife who
in turn whispered it to his children. I strongly suspect
that there was no claim jumper killing, but that the story
was made up by John to mask the real reason for the name
change, that is, Sam McCune's desertion from the Army. I
have no doubt that during their solitary sojourn of four
years in western Idaho George confided at least some oOf his
secrets to John. I believe John made up the story of the
claim jumper to protect his father's honor, a justifiable
homicide being within the bounds of honor while an Army de-
sertion was not. I also believe that John's almost fanatic
denial of the McCune family was primarily to avoid general
knowledge of the name change in the community and thereby
egcape the need to explain and justify it.

Still, we have other witnesses to the frenzied death.
The story was told as a first hand observation by John's
wife, Jennie, and I don't guestion its accuracy. We do know
that George (or Sam) had some other fearful experiences.
The harrowing escape from the death sentence in Panama.,
years of fear of apprehension for having left the Army so
unceremoneously, his Indian captivity, possibly witnessing
raids on wagon trains or maybe even witnessing the terrible
Bannock slaughter in January, 1863. With or without a claim
jumper, it is not difficult to believe that George lived
with memories that could have dominated his delirium as he
lay dying.

We have no disclosure of George's personality as dis-
played in his associations with his family or others. We
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have noted that he was close mouthed and secretive. The only
anecdote I can give to even picture George in a family set-
e ting came to me from his granddaughter Ruby Roby Bailey. I
asked Ruby what her mother, Nellie, George and Rachel's
eleventh child, had told her of her father. Ruby remembered
that her mother told her that her father always cut his
tobacco on a copper plate and that once when little Nellie
asked him if she could try {chewing) the tobacco he allowed
her to. She didn't like it and spit it out. Nellie also told
Ruby that she and the other children always addressed their
father as "Father" and never less formally.

Whatever went before, it appears that George Washington
Horrace was a man of character, a hard worker and a respons-
ible family man. On June 1, 1902, a week and a day before
his death, George reached his seventieth birthday. On that
anniversary of his birth he was living with his reunited
family at the Pleasant Ridge homestead. That day, in his
fullness of years, the Biblical three score and ten, George
must have felt that as George Horrace he had accomplished as
much as God would expect of any man. He had no need to feel
either pride or regret for his l1ife as Sam McCune.

CWM
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Notes to the reader:

George and Rachel's graves had no permanent markers until
1981 when headstones were put in place by Audra, Mabel and
their sister-in-law Ruby Horrace.

It is interesting to note that although the name Samuel was
used in at least three of the McCune family's preceding
generations and George Horrace used family names in naming
four of his five sons, he never used the name Samuel. Was
this because he feared it might in some way disclose his
identity or whereabouts?

When he received the reply to his first letter home in 25
years in 1889 Sam McCune/George Horrace must have been a
little surprised to find that his father, John R. McCune,
was still alive at the venerable age of 93 or 94 (born 1795).

Contrary to some McVay family ideas or speculations G.W.
Horrace never became a Mormon and the Caldwell area was not
Mormon, but guite heavily Presbyterian. The name of the

city of Caldwell came not from Rachel's family, none of whom
ever lived there, but was named for Alexander Caldwell, the
president of the Oregon Short Line Railroad which establish-
ed a construction camp there in 1883.

Anne and I have met a number of interesting and charming
people as a result of our discovery of the Horrace family.
All “"Cousins"! Particularly Ruby Oliver Horrace; Audra and
Arthur Wright and their son Phil; Mabel and Roy Allen; Ruby
Roby Bailey and her husband Bill Bailey; and "Dickie" Roby
Givens.

Finally, for those of you who have stayed with me for all
of these pages, I include a copy of the George Horrace fam-
ily record and some pictures on the following pages.

cwm
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